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From the Publisher 

      Have your church in the next issue! 

Asking God To Help You  

Influence Others 
 

There comes a time in the life of every one of us when we are 

faced with the problem of trying to get other people to do 

something which we feel is best for them. 

 

They may be loved ones whose bad habits are making us un-

happy and which we are trying to weed out. They may be mean 

or unjust  to us and we are trying to bring them to their senses 

of justice and kindness. It may be that we are just trying to make our journey through life 

a little more pleasant by learning how to get along with others. 

 

When you think about it, what you are really trying to do is to influence people. If that is 

your problem, then if there ever was an example of influence, you have it before you in 

that life which is portrayed so wonderfully in your Bible-the life and influence of Jesus! 

 

Remember that in His lifetime and, yes, for all the centuries since, Jesus has influenced 

millions of people, and the end is not yet. Have you ever thought how He influenced 

them? Did He argue with them, scold them, order them to do what He knew was best?  He 

did not. He influenced others by His own life and His words. 

 

Do you want to influence others? Then be humble in the way Jesus was humble. Confess 

your own fault and understand them well before you try to influence the life of another. 

You have to show that person that you are not standing on a high pedestal, but that you are 

human with the same longings and weaknesses, but that through the wondrous power 

which God has given you, you have been able to overcome these weaknesses. 

 

Don’t try to change people because changing them would just make you more comfort-
able. Desire to change people, to influence them because you love them and wish them 

well. Don’t speak about the fault in them, Jesus did not speak the fault in man. He knew 
that  deep down in their hearts, most people realize well enough what their habits and 

faults are. If you show you know  and understand, yet not condemning them, people will 

try with all their might to live up to that faith in them. 

 

While it is true that God wants you to do your best to care for people, to help them to 

break bad and destructive habits such as drinking, drugs, swearing or smoking; you should 

know that God did not delegate you as the only one to cure the evils of the world. Do you 

think of yourself as the only one responsible for the life and habits of another, even some-

one dear to you? Often they may be your son, daughter, wife or husband, but they, too, 

have their own lives to live for good or evil.  

 

You should remind yourself, that God, too, has plans for that troubled one. You can re-

mind yourself that while you are doing your best to influence them for good, God, also, is 

doing His share. 

 

Let God help you influence them by leaving your loved one to Him. Such faith that God 

will bring them to the light, will enable you to overcome so many of your fears about 

them and live hopefully with them.  

 

Such faith in God’s power to help you will mean much to you. If you draw upon this 
great, unseen power through your sincere prayer, then you will receive your answers. 

Prayer brings you this answer not so much by changing your loved one about whom you 

are praying, but rather by delivering you, yourself, from their power to hurt you or make 

you unhappy. 

 

Faith in God’s help does many important things for you. It helps you overcome your fear 
of the results of bad habits. It helps you live hopefully, knowing that in His own good 

time, God will work in His own way to bring about a change.  Faith in God brings a new 

power to you, a power on which you can draw through deep, sincere prayer. 
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17th Pastoral  
Anniversary 

Pastor Dr. Kelvin Felder &  

Sis Shannon Felder 

On August 21, 2016, River of Life Christian Ministries celebrated the seventeenth Pastoral Anniver-
sary of Dr. Kelvin Felder and First Lady Shannon Felder. They celebrated with family, friends and 
church members. As expected, River of Life was filled to capacity, with standing room only. They 
were honored to have Superintendent James Lee in attendance, along with a host of Pastors and  
Ministers.   The guest speaker for this occasion was Pastor Luther Holmes of Ecclesia COGIC in 
Columbia SC. His dynamic message entitled “It’s Time For You’re More” came from Isaiah 54:1-3 
and left us all inspired and expecting our more. River of Life Church Life Christian Ministries, In-
corporated was established in September of 1998. 
 
The newly formed ministry began holding services Sunday evenings at the Winnsboro Women’s 
Club in downtown Winnsboro. The first service was attended by friends and dearly sweet mothers of 
Zion to encourage the work of the Lord. Through the weekly evangelistic services, visiting friends 
and acquaintances found themselves being encouraged to seek after God. Many times services were 
held with only Pastor Felder and Lady Shannon in attendance, so they encouraged each other 
through the preached word. Although they may have been the only ones inside, Pastor Felder usually 
saw faces pressed against the windows observing the worship services as he preached. 
 
In March of 1999, Pastor Felder felt the call of the Lord to establish River of Life as a church. Al-
though no one was committed to the ministry at that time, the church was established and accepted 
into the South Carolina Jurisdiction of the Church of God in Christ. Not only were souls encouraged, 
but the ministry began to experience souls being saved. It is through the ministry of Pastor Alvin 
McNair of Agape Church of Columbia, that River of Life began to do door to door ministry.  

Continued on page 7 
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August 20th 2016 was the date of this anniversary. The location was at 1897 Hudson Rd 

in Cope SC. Rev Charles McLamore is the pastor and we really enjoyed the service. 

 

The Emanuel AME Church Mass Choir was organized under the leadership of the Late 

Rev. William Washington Jr. in July of 1988. Their first appearance as a group was the 

first Sunday in August of 1998. They worked diligently during the first year under the 

guidance of advisors Bro. George and the late Sis. Madell Jennings. During the first 

year the Mass Choir had 50 members; since then, numerous members have joined . Now 

under the guidance of Mrs. Willie Mae Fair, President, the Emanuel AME Church Mass 

Choir is celebrating their 18th anniversary. 

 

On the front of the program was “Keep Calm and Have Faith” (2 Cor5:7) and the theme 
was “It’s Alright, It’s Okay”. The Master of Ceremony was Mr. Charles Donaldson who 
did a wonderful job. The choir was outstanding and had a wonderful anniversary. The 

Choir Director is Curtis Coles and the Pianist is Reginald Jennings along with Brittney 

Davis on drums and Desmond Nichols on Saxophone. 

 

Other guest on program were Macedonia AME Church, New Beginning UMC, 

Sis.Carrie Simpson, The Emanuel Female Chorus, Good hope AME Mass Choir, Bushy 

Pond, Cedar Grove AME and others. 

 

It was a good day for this choir and ACVM will be 

back next year to cover it again. 

 

th 18 Mass Choir Anniversary 

Emanuel AME 

Church  
Mass Choir  

18th Anniversary 

PDF Compressor Pro

http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html


  

A Christian View Magazine   7 

St. Mark Baptist Church located at 4118 

State Hwy 34 East in  Ridgeway, SC is looking for a new pastor. Rev. 

Van B. Fore. Jr preached his last sermon as pastor on the last Sunday 

in March 2016 to this local body after 24 years of leadership. He 

began pastoring at St. Mark in March of 1992. 

 

The Rev. Fore was born and raised in Port Lavaca, Texas. He is  

married to Mrs. Roxie Fore and they have four children. He retired 

from the U.S. Army after twenty-two years of service in 1980. Rev. 

Fore served as Assistant Pastor and Minister of the Sunday School 

Department at Fort Clark Baptist Church in Elgin, SC; and he also 

taught Bible classes and conducted Sunday Worship services at the 

Central Corrections Institute for Prison Inmates in Columbia, SC. In 

addition, he also served as Vice-Moderator (2005) and Moderator 

(2006) of the Columbia Metro Baptist Association. 

 

Pastor Fore’s ministry of teaching and preaching the gospel has also 
included international travel. He has completed short term mission 

trips to Manus, Brazil and Bamako (Mali), and West Africa, which 

included ministering to young men incarcerated in the African prison 

system. 

 

In April there was a large celebration; family and friends attended 

from all over the country. “I have been asked on several occasions as 
to why I was retiring, and I tell them that I’m not as young as some 
think I am at 76. But listing to God, I knew that you can only take it 

so far. If you’re not using your baptismal pool there are certain 
things that you’re not doing. You’re loosing saints due to age, so I 
talked to the Lord and realized that it was time to step down. 

 

As far as the church now, I felt that there should have been an     

interim pastor but the associate pastors are doing a great job and 

there are even plans for a new building. They are receiving resume’s 
now for a new pastor. I would love to see St. Mark treat the new 

Sheppard with the love that they showed me. 

 

I am still preaching and I really like working with missions and   

doing evangelism and playing lot’s of golf. My wife and I are spend-
ing a lot of time together, it’s truly a blessing. 

Through this ministry, Pastor 

and Lady Felder were intro-

duced to families and         

individuals familiar with    

Pastor McNair’s ministry 
along with many others in 

Winnsboro Arms apartments. 

As a result people began to 

visit and spread the news of 

the “new” church in town. 
 

The first converts came as a 

result of a women’s revival held at Winnfield West apartments. At 
Winnfield West a women’s bible study was established along with a 
weekly Saturday morning children’s church.  
 

In September 1999, Pastor Felder opened the doors for membership 

and everyone in  attendance that day came forth to join the church. 

Exactly one year after beginning the Sunday evening evangelistic 

services, the church finally had committed members. 

 

To God be the Glory, for he has given the increase. The church’s 
spiritual covering is Superintendent James Lee, pastor of Mason 

Temple Church of God in Christ and Catoe Chapel Church of God in 

Christ. It is through this covenant grace connection with Pastor Lee, 

that River of Life began and continues to thrive. 

Pastoral  
Anniversary 

Continued from page 5 

Rev.Van B. Fore Jr 

Retires 

St. Mark  
Baptist Church 
4118 Hwy 34 E 

Ridgeway SC 
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Evangelist Joyce Carelock, is a licensed Evangelist and Missionary 

with the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., and has served in ministry 

for over 26 years. Her unique presentation and enthusiasm of the 

gospel has enabled her to minister to various denominations and  

organizations. 

In her own words, “I started this conference journey in 2010, because 
God would not leave me alone. I would go to different events with 

my book and He would have people prophesy that I needed to have a 

conference. I said to myself, if God wants me to do the conference 

He knows me, and He will let me know.”One Sunday morning, I was 
teaching Sunday school, and an unusual anointing was on the class. 

At the end of the class I noticed a strange lady that was standing to 

the door praying. I invited her in and she said, “I come for you. God 
said you are to have the conference, and for me to go. He has already 

opened the door, and you will help many.” I just stood there and 
wept.” 

She said “The primary goal of the first conference was to bring    
together participants for encouragement and to “Let the Healing  
Begin!” We have spent countless hours praying, educating, and help-
ing hurting people that need love, support, and compassion during 

their life struggles.” 

Each year there is a dynamic group of speakers and facilitators that 

provide an in-dept insight, as well as actionable and practical tools of 

engagement that will work in the homes, churches, and jobs of those 

attending. 

This year’s conference speakers were: Pastor Dominic Watkins of St. 
Petersburg, Florida who is a member of Shinning Light Church of 

God In Christ; Pastor Lisa Veney, Senior Pastor of United Nations 

Church International, Fredericksburg VA, Pastor Gilbert White,  

Pastor of God In Action! Revival Center COGIC and Gethsemane 

Newark, NJ; and Evangelist Missionary Joyce Carelock of Joyce 

Carelock Ministries, Inc. and Grace and Mercy COGIC, Chantilly 

VA. 

The theme of the 2016 conference was “It Had to Happen!” and it 
was held at the prestigious 900 acre golf resort Innisbrook Golf & 

Spa Resort, Palm Harbor Florida, right outside of Tampa . 

This three day event started with a “Prayer Supper;” which was held 

on the first night. Mother Maxine Henry welcomed the participants 

and gave words of expression on the importance of prayer. During 

the prayer supper, prayers were done by Sister Latoya Norsworthy 

(Prayer for Our Homes & Schools), Pastor Ricardo Welch (Prayer 

for Churches and Communities), Missionary Myra Hackett (Prayer 

of Thanksgiving & Blessing of the Food), and Evangelist Julena Felix 

(Prayer for Our country and Leaders).  Even though the weekend 

was marred by bad weather by the name of Tropical Storm Hermine; 

the conference went on with a special anointing that Evangelist     

Carelock and her husband Pastor George Carelock knew could only 

come from the Lord. 

There are too many names to mention in this article but Evangelist 

Carelock could not have done this and continue to have this confer-

ence without the help of the Lord, her staff, supporters and donors. 

Support and friends came from several cities and states like: Alaska, 

South Carolina, New Jersey, Florida; Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, 

North Carolina, Atlanta GA, Virginia, California and countries    

outside of the United States. 

Evangelist Carelock says, “The reason that I have these conferences 
in five star hotels is to show hurting people they are special; some of 

them might not ever stay in a five star hotel on their own. I’m always 
looking for places where the participants will come and say wow, 

Evangelist really believes I’m special. Everyone that comes to my 
conferences will not just have a room, but a special room. I want 

them to know that when they see the property that I took the time to 

put them is a nice place and know that I love them.” 

“I do my research and planning a year in advance. Usually when I 
finish one conference, a week or two later I am working on the next 

one. I used to be a travel agent and did travel for presidents and 

VIP’s of various corporations. I’ve worked for American Express 
and BET where I would set up reservations for the stars. Setting up 

conferences can be stressful for some but for me it’s not a problem 
having done it for so long. I had no idea that when I was working for 

those large corporations that God was preparing me to host my very 

own conference. I am also a college professor and teach at Northern 

Virginia Community College (Criminal Justice). I love law enforce-

ment and use to be a Juvenile investigator. With all of the things that 

I have done in my life. I don’t mind blessing 20-30 percent of the 

people that attend my conferences each year. Some of them may be 

homeless or just have a desire to be here. I will bless them to attend 

the conference. I focus on giving more than receiving.” 

My favorite bible verse is Romans 1:17 “for therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”  

This weekend Evangelist Carelock had a cast from a broken foot.  

When I asked her about it she said, “I feel like broke is a mentality, 
you’re not broke because you don’t have money, or a broken bone, 
you’re broke because you have a broken mentality and you don’t 
know who you are. I may not have a dime in my pocket but I know 

that I am rich because my father is rich. So there’s no way that I can 
walk around here acting like I’m defeated and don’t know who I am. 
So this broken leg is a temporary situation, and this situation has 

nothing to do with my mind or praise, that’s an external situation that 
will heal itself overtime.” 

In addition, I have written five books and if you visit Barnes and 

Nobel, Amazon or any book outlet just enter my name and they will 

come up. www.joycecarelockministries.org or 571-379-5583. 
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Joyce Carelock Ministries contact 

information is: 10521 Crestwood 

Drive, Unit 103 Manassas, Virginia.  

 

Evangelist Joyce has been married for 

twenty nine years to Pastor George 

Carelock. They have two sons and an 

adopted daughter. 

 

My final message to the reader 

is “I Believe God Period” 
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The Sons Of Allen Of The 

Columbia South Carolina Annual  
Conference 

“Men’s Night” 

Reid Chapel AME 

704 Gabriel Street Columbia SC 

The South Carolina Annual Conference convened at Reid Chapel on September 

6,2016, and the church was filled to capacity. Every one was there that was   

supposed to attend. The Right Reverend Samuel L. Green, Sr (Presiding Prelate 

Seventh Episcopal District); Mrs. Phyllis N. Green (Episcopal Supervisor); The Honorable Reverend 

Joseph Postell; Reverend Rosalyn G. Coleman; and Reverend Doctor M. Charmaine Ragin. 

The Sons of Allen were well represented as well, with Brother George Brown (Connectional SOA 

President); Reverend Merrit Graves (Episcopal District Coordinator); Brother Monroe Miller 

(Episcopal District President); Reverend Adam L. China (Columbia conference SOA Coordinator); 

Brother Andre C. Thompkins (Columbia Conference SOA President); Brother Edward Rivers 

(Columbia Chapter SOA President); Host Pastor Reverend Cary A. Grady and Brother Edmond 

Brown (Host Unit SOA President). 

 

There were many more officers and dignitaries in attendance, that space will not allow to be       

mentioned in this article. 

 

The conference was from September 6-10th, and on the night A Christian View Magazine attended 

it was Men’s Night featuring the Son’s Of Allen Male Choir. They did a wonderful job giving God 
the glory in song. One surprise was Brother Monroe Miller breaking out in song, Bishop Green was 

even surprised.  

The worship leader was Rev. Adam L. China. He asked the congregation to stand as the Son’s Of 
Allen marched in, which seemed to take a long time due to the number of member they have,      

numbering around 50.  

The opening hymn was “Rise Up, O Men of God,” Prayer by Bro. James Anderson; the scripture 
came from Mark 2:1-5 read by Bro. John D. Thomas; the welcome came from Bro. Edmond Brown; 

The State of The Conference came from Bro. Andre C. Thompkins and the presentation of the 

preacher was done by Rt. Rev. Samuel L. Green, Sr. who introduced Rev. Stanley Flowers, pastor of 

St. Philip AME in Eastover SC. His message came from Joshua 2:1 and the title of his message was 

“Hold the Rope.” 

The service ended with the Son’s of Allen Benediction. 
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Reginald's  

New Diet  

 

 

 

 

 

Reginald was terribly overweight, so his doctor placed him on a strict diet. 'I want you to eat regularly for two 

days, then skip a day, and repeat this procedure for two weeks. The next time I see you, you'll have lost at least 

five pounds, 'his doctor assured him. 

When Reginald returned he shocked his doctor by having lost almost twenty pounds. 

'Why, that's amazing, 'the doctor said, greatly impressed, 'You certainly must have followed my instructions.'  

Reginald nodded, 'I'll tell you what though, I thought I was going to drop dead on the third day.'  

'Why, from hunger?' asked his doctor. 

'No, from all that skipping.'  
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CTC 
Construction Training Center 

New Columbia Campus now open. Construction Training 

Center recently moved into it’s new campus.  The admini-
stration made the decision to move the operations, classes 

and laboratories to Columbia SC for accessibility and 

convenience of current and future students.  

Everyone is excited about the new location and is daily 

visited by potential students and those desiring to be a 

part of Construction Training Center’s mission  and goals. 

CTC is now housed  in a 7,000 square foot facility located 

in the Southeast side of Columbia. It is conveniently located within close proximity to Inter-

states 77 and 26. 

 

Mr. John Cammon, President and Founder of Construction Training Center has made great 

contributions to the construction industry, with this career training facility.  

 

CTC now offers NCCER (National Center for Construction Education and Research) based  

programs in Reinforcing Ironwork (Rod Busting) and Form Carpentry. The school has a full-

time faculty in specialty areas and an administrative staff to meet the growing needs of the 

institution. 

 

The school is licensed by the South Carolina Commission of Higher Education and contin-

ues to draw students from various areas of the state. CTC is fully accredited with the Accred-

iting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges with the ability to offer federal financial 

CTC is located at 

7355 Garners Ferry 

Rd    Columbia SC 

803-403-1990 

 

info@constructiontrainingcenter.org 
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God's marvelous Church has become culturally irrelevant and even    

distant from it’s prime purpose of knowing Him, growing in Him, and 
worshipping Him by making disciples! (not all) This is evident by what is 

going on in our culture and in our church. Most of the statistics tell us 

that nearly 50% of Americans have no church home. In the 1980s,    

membership in the church had dropped almost 10%; then, in the 1990s, it 

worsened by another 12% drop. Some denominations were reporting a 

40% drop in their membership. And now, over half way through the first 

decade of the 21st century, we are seeing the figures drop even more! 

 

The United States Census Bureau Records give some startling statistics. 

Every year more than 4000 churches close their doors compared to just 

over 1000 new church starts!  There were about 4,500 new churches 

started between 1990 and 2000, with a twenty year average of nearly 

1000 a year. 

 Every year, 2.7 million church members fall into inactivity. This trans-

lates into the realization that people are leaving the church. This research 

says we have found that they are leaving as hurting and wounded victims 

of some kind of abuse, disillusionment, or just plain neglect! 

 

 From 1990 to 2000, the combined membership of all Protestant denomi-

nations in the USA declined by almost 5 million members (9.5 percent), 

while the US population increased by 24 million (11 percent). At the turn 

of the last century (1900), there was a ratio of 27 churches per 10,000 

people, as compared to the close of this century (2000) where we have 11 churches per 10,000 people in America! What has happened? 

 

Given the declining numbers and closures of churches as compared to new church starts, there should have been over 38,000 new churches 

commissioned to keep up with the population growth. The United States now ranks third (3rd) following China and India in the number of 

people who are not professing Christians; in other words, the U.S. is becoming an ever increasing "un-reached people group." 

 Half of all churches in the US did not add any new members to their ranks in the last two years. 

 

· So, why do they leave-besides because of death? Why are they not coming? Why are so many for sale? 

More Startling Data 

Between 1992 and 2002, 77% to 87% (160 million in 1992) of Americans identified themselves as Christians in most studies. However, 

what constitutes a Christian or a churchgoer is the question. One study found that church attendance may be half what those survey results 

stated. Many polls have indicated that the percentage of people who regularly attend a church service in the United States is around 40% to 

50%, 20% in Canada, and 8% or less in Europe. But, once studies started to count people from denominational reports and compare to   

census data and University research data, the numbers that were originally declared dropped by half! 

22% of Americans "frequently" attended church in 1992, including Orthodox, Evangelical, or Protestant. (The reason why the other       

research is variant is due to how they ask the questions. Those studies sought frequency over just attending.  Frequency at least 2 times a 

month as opposed to two to three times a year indicated by other statistical research.) 

20.5% of Americans "frequently" attended church in 1995 

19% of Americans    "frequently" attended church in 1999 

18.0% of Americans "frequently" attended in church in 2002 

26.0% of Americans “frequently” attended in church in 2010 

Church Decline &  

             Dwindling Numbers 
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Now, by breaking down the data and doing some statistical evaluation 

and adding some hope for revival, we can see the figures drop to 15% 

of Americans in attendance at a church by 2025, and a further drop to 

11% or 12 % in 2050. Soon, we can catch up with Europe, which is 

currently "enjoying" two to four percent of its population in regular 

Church attendance. By the time these predictions come to pass, Europe 

may have no significant Church presence at all. 

Now, I can gladly say many churches and denominational groups are 

growing such as the Calvary Chapel, Assemblies of God, and other 

Evangelical churches. Nevertheless, we see a major problem here. 

What we hear as responses from most of our church leaders are the 

excuses of "cultural decay" and "changing values" and that "the aver-

age American views the church with little regard." These are authentic 

factors, but they are just symptoms. The bigger question seems to be 

what led up to these "symptoms?" What led to the problems of cultural 

decay and the downgrading of moral absolutes? There is more to it 

than changing values; after all, a change in values has a root cause. A symptom is usually caused by a systemic disease or an explicit psy-

chological problem. 

Perhaps, the "so called" Evangelists who are seen on TV, living lavish lifestyles while preaching a message that does not conform to how 

the average person lives or one based on biblical precepts have disillusioned many people. It could be persons who grew up in a church only 

to be treated with contempt and insolence by the very church they thought would love and care for them. Thus, they left their church hurt 

and feeling betrayed. The average American sees the preaching by some church leaders with a harsh reaction against the morally corrupt 

political figures (backed by some Christians and the further twisting of the media), yet the same avenge person see these same leaders as 

seemingly tolerating his or her own moral misdeeds (whether true or not). Coupled with all this is the hurt and resentment that builds over 

time, and turns into a wedge, leveraging the one-time church attendee into a church neglecter and even a church hater. It can happen be-

cause of childhood experiences, or perhaps a first time visit to a church where one was shunned, belittled, or treated with contempt or disre-

spect, or just ignored after working up the courage to go. It could be a one-time incident or a lifetime of abuse. Whatever the reason or the 

excuse, the result is alienation. Yes, there is personal responsibility, but I believe we can be better! 

One truth is when a person leaves a church, there are only a few weeks (4 to 8 max) to bring them back before the hurt becomes too much 

and/or they get settled somewhere else (if they even go someplace else). When the hurt builds because it was not diffused by a simple effort 

of contact and care, these people may never come back to their home church-or any church. The statistics tell us; this is true in any church 

and why many are failing! 

Statistics from Barna Research reported recently (2015) that perhaps 50% of people who go to a church are not even Christians. A strong 

percentage of people in the church are not Christians,  they only go for show! At first I did not believe it could be a significant percentage, 

but after years of church experience, I now know this to be fact.  

 

The typical excuses includes vision, leadership, evangelism efforts, communication, church mentality, capital, child care, youth programs, 

and being seeker-sensitive. When these key areas are not functioning, the existing people will leave and others will not come. In my own 

research, I too found the same results. However, I have also found other factors that are in real, critical areas such as not teaching the Word 

or making God's Word boring so that people are turned off. In addition, when our teaching is not tied into the needs of our people, we are 

failing to contextualize the message to the community. Then, the people will get the feeling that the teaching or the church is not informa-

tive, in-depth, or relevant to them, thus they are not receiving anything 

worthwhile from which they can grow or use in their daily lives. 

 

 From these excuses of moral decline and the harsh poles of declining 

cultural relativism of the church, we hear the cry of reform in the areas 

of worship and outreach; but, are these truly the areas of greatest con-

cern? What is the root cause that has driven a wedge in our cultural iden-

tity? I do not believe people are dropping off in mass numbers because 

they do not like wearing ties to church, singing hymns, or the various 

Christian scandals. There is something more lurking under the surface. 

In addition, the church seems to be blind to what is really going on under 

its very nose.  

 

The top reasons why people leave a church have to do with not being 

connected in the church and/or being revolted by gossip and turned away 

by conflict and strife while ineffective teaching and pastoral care are 

also at hand. Another big turn off is being overly money-orientated so 

that people feel the church wants their money but not them. The rest are 

important, especially youth and children's ministry.  Continued on page 23 
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Your Household’s 
Salvation 

(Is everyone protected under the head of household’s salvation ?) 

Household salvation is the idea that whole families or households are 

saved at once. The saving of the entire family is accomplished 

through the faith of the leader of the family. If the father or the head 

of the home declares himself to be a Christian, then he presides over 

a Christian household—the members of his family are Christian by 

default, based on the decision of their father/husband or mother in 

single parent homes. According to the concept of household         

salvation, God saves the entire family unit, not just the individual 

expressing faith. A proper understanding of the Bible’s teaching on 
household salvation must begin with knowing what the Bible teaches 

about salvation in general.  

We know that there is only one way of salvation, and that is through 

faith in Jesus Christ (Matthew 7:13-14; John 6:67-68; 14:6; Acts 

4:12; Ephesians 2:8). We also know that the command to believe is 

directed to individuals and the act of believing is a personal action. 

Thus, salvation can only come to an individual who personally    

believes in Christ. Believing in Christ is not something that a father 

can do for a son or daughter or wife. The fact that one member of a 

family or household believes does not guarantee that the rest will 

also believe.  

Jesus Himself indicates that the gospel often divides families. In 

Matthew 10:34-36 Jesus says, “Do not think that I came to bring 
peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I 

have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; and a 
man’s enemies will be those of his own household.” These words 

completely undermine the concept of household salvation.  

If people are saved as individuals, then how are we to interpret those 

passages in the Bible that seem to contain a promise of household 

salvation? How can we reconcile the need for individuals to believe 

in order to be saved and verses like Acts 11:14? In that passage, Cor-

nelius is promised that his household would be saved. First of all, as 

with any passage of Scripture, we must consider the book in which it 

occurs. In this case it is found in Acts, an historical narrative of   

actual events. A principle concerning biblical history is that no one 

event can be automatically assumed to apply in every situation.  

For example, Samson tore the city gates off of Gaza and carried them 

up a hill (Judges 16:3), but this doesn’t mean that, if we grow our 
hair long, we will be able to perform similar feats of strength. In Acts 

11, the fact that God promised Cornelius that his whole household 

would be saved does not mean the same promise applies to all house-

holds across all time. In other words, Acts 11:14 was a specific 

promise to a specific person at a specific point in time. We must be 

careful about interpreting such promises as universal; they should not 

be separated from their historical settings.  

Second, how God fulfilled His promise to Cornelius is important. In 

Acts 10 Cornelius welcomes Peter into his home and says, “We are 
all here” (Acts 10:33). In other words, Cornelius’ entire household 
was gathered to hear everything that Peter would preach. All of them 

heard the gospel, and all of them responded. Everyone in Cornelius’s 
household believed and was baptized (Acts 11:15-18). This is ex-

actly what God had promised. The household of Cornelius was not 

saved because Cornelius believed but because they believed.  
 
Continued on page 27 
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The rest are more superficial 

in comparison (although most 

certainly needed). Yes, each 

of these areas is "mission 

critical" to build a healthy 

church, but again, these are 

only symptoms of what is 

really wrong, symptoms of a 

bigger and deeper problem.  

 

The churches that water down the message to attract more people make 

a huge mistake. They neuter the power and purpose of the Church to 

which Christ called us. When discipleship and instruction are ignored, 

He is ignored! We are seeing that Evangelicals are losing their way by 

moving away from His Way, as the building of people to serve and be 

involved in the church becomes more and more absent as well as real 

Christian involvement with the community.  

 

Real Christian service comes from a heartfelt response to God's work in 

us. If there is not solid biblical instruction, there will be no conviction 

or learning of what we are and can do. The real problem is not solved 

by watering the Bible down; rather, it is heightened by making it practi-

cal and understandable to people.  

 

Yes, I believe we do need to do a better job at reaching people. Chang-

ing some methodologies, and being creative is a good approach with 

which to start, but it does not solve the main problem! These are not the 

core issues on why people are finding other various activities to fill the 

Sunday time slot! Yes, we do need to re-think our methods without 

compromising the message. The church regards the guitar and key-

board as of the Devil while at the same time producing boring lectures 

and monotone messages in the King James language.  

 

Then we wonder where all the people are. Something needs to change. 

But, again, this is not the main problem! The problem is not that theater 

style is more conducive to people than the historical architecture of 

gothic design or thinking, or that chairs are better than pews, or store-

fronts better than the A-frames and cathedrals. It is not about a lack of 

parking, of drama, or of power point presentations. The problem is that 

the church has lost its way; we have fallen off the path that Christ has 

for us. Either we reform, and let the Lord use us to usher in revival 

(theologically speaking, He does not need us, but God, through history, 

has usually used people in His plan), or we will be like a bad science 

fiction movie where religion is a relic of the past!  

 

Statistics tell us that 42% to 50% of all churches in America have a 

congregation of between 100 and 300 members, and 20% of American 

churches have fewer than 100 members. This is factoring in the mega 

church trend. There are many reasons why some churches grow while 

others remain small. One of the main reasons a church does not grow is 

that the church does not want to.  

 

The church has little desire for change; they are complacent and many 

tend not to take their pastors seriously. If a church does not like change, 

then calls a pastor into their fold who wants to change, the results will 

be one of two avenues. The first avenue is that prayer will become the 

focus and that church will capture a vision, surrendering themselves to 

the Lordship of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. Then, they will 

grow and will be blessed. But, what typically happens is avenue two 

where prayer is ignored or superficial and eventually the church gangs 

up against the pastor and forces him out, as our data supports.  

What a congregation tends to do is belittle the pastor, not respect-

ing him or her; therefore, they do not have to hear what the pastor 

has to say, because it is irrelevant. After all, you do not have to 

listen to someone you do not respect. If you do not like the person, 

then obviously God is not going to use them to communicate the 

truth to you. Of course, this is unbiblical and pure nonsense, but 

most people believe it in their hearts, which because of our actions, 

undermines God's work in changing hearts and using people.  

 

It is imperative we understand that growth statistics are just one 

aspect of an indicator of a healthy church. True success is being 

obedient to what God has called us to do and realizing that al-

though we are responsible to serve, we are not responsible for the 

results. Our surrender to the will of God over our will and desires 

equals success; we are called to have the focus that God has and 

the passion and prayer to follow through. These are the marks of a 

successful church leader.  

 

Church growth statistics say that visitors in a church will decide in 

the first few minutes whether or not they will come back. So, the 

inference is that the visitor will be most impacted by how they are 

greeted, which will determine how they respond and connect to the 

rest of the church. Even if you have the best teaching and worship 

in the world, people will not stay where they are not welcomed.  

 

First impressions are critical. If the church does not have a friendly 

atmosphere, then it will slowly die from its unkindness. Kindness 

is a very important Fruit of the Spirit that must manifest itself from 

the parking lot to the restrooms, or you will be sitting in a pew or 

theater chair by yourself. When the church is infighting and the 

pastor is dazed and confused from the warfare, it is the visitors and 

potential members who become the collateral damage!  

 

The bottom line is this: do not be shortsighted concerning your 

faith and the opportunities Christ has and will still bring for you. If 

we do not have a desire to pursue the will of God, we have to ask 

ourselves why and what is in the way. Mostly, if not all of the time, 

it is the desire of the sin of pride that blocks us. Sometimes, we 

may not recognize sin and will perhaps rationalize it away. This 

happens especially when solid biblical theology or teaching is 

"dumbed down" and shown as OK in the media and entertainment 

which are at our disposal. Our election is proven by our obedience, 

fruit, and growth in Christ!  

 

Remember, churches fail because we place our needs and desires 

over the Lord's. It is His Church and we are His people. Let our 

focus be on the right target-that is, His and not ours! We are called 

to a higher purpose. We are not called 

to ourselves. Ministry is a dangerous 

thing because we are before a Holy 

God. Yes we have grace, but we have 

responsibility too! 

Go with the power of the Holy Spirit 

and lead the church in your care into 

what you have been called to do there!  
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By Reverend D. Anthony Everett  

#BlackLivesMatter!  A growing global movement of the same Twitter hashtag name addressing the civil and human rights of a new genera-

tion has been born.  The new movement has been forming for centuries on the shoulders of prior movements, uprisings and rebeli-

ons.  #BlackLivesMatter has been revered as the new civil rights/black power movement. 

With a focus on equality for blacks and poor people, between 1954 and 1968 the Civil Rights Move-

ment came alive in the United States.  It inspired and was inspired by social movements and leaders in 

black communities around the world, representing the voices and concerns of marginalized, oppressed 

young people of African descent from the Student Nonviolent (National) Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC), the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and 

the Black Panthers, amongst a number of organizations.  

The movement has always been a fluid, non-centralized opposition against oppression and systematic 

racism through uprisings and protests that were sometimes peaceful and sometimes violent.  It contin-

ued in the vein of previous movements like the Pan-African movement of the Universal Negro Im-

provement Association (UNIA), the abolitionist movement against chattel slavery including uprisings 

of enslaved bodies, liberation movements of Africans against colonization by Europeans including the 

Anti-Apartheid Movement and Mau Mau uprisings of South Africa and Kenya, respectively, and movements, uprisings and rebellions too 

numerous to count.  People who believed that basic human rights, equality and dignity must be afforded for all individuals regardless of race 

and class led these movements. 

The tension that the current movement addresses is the same tension that its predecessor movements stood against — state violence in any 

form against black people.  The #BlackLivesMatter movement is a spiritual matter that expands beyond issues of race and class and in-

cludes gender, xenophobia, sexuality and disability as hegemonic discriminatory factors. 

The church has always played a pivotal role in the movement.  Since the church is not a monolithic entity but comprised of the black 

church, the white church, the Asian church, the Hispanic/Latino(a) church, and the multicultural church as constructs that mirror the world 

in which we live, different churches and denominations have had varying spiritual responses to the movement.  Likewise, the roles of the-

ologies from liberal gospel to liberation and fundamentalism to charisma have been different toward the movement! 

Historically a dominant institution in the world, the church has shaped much of the thinking of what it means to be a Christian with a strong 

tension between conservative and liberal theologies.  For some, a mother’s choice to birth a child is a spiritual decision, yet for others the 

choice as to whether or not that child is brought into a world of poverty is a spiritual decision.  For some, the greatest spiritual issues for 

poor communities are the crime rate and government assistance, while for others the greatest spiritual issues for the impoverished are a liv-

ing wage, access to food and health care, education equity and reduced recidivism rates.  All of these choices and issues are heavily influ-

enced by how we see ourselves and others as spiritual beings. 

A spiritually driven social justice mandate reaches beyond what is right or wrong for individual and business interests in a consumerist soci-

ety.  A spiritually driven social justice movement is concerned with the good of all of society, those who have financial means and those 

who do not, and it is not exclusive of race, ethnicity, gender, orientation, ability or other discriminatory factors.  The #BlackLivesMatter 

movement exemplifies spiritually driven social justice that applies a hermeneutic from the eyes of oppressed black bodies but remains inclu-

sive of other forms of discrimination.  

Black lives should matter to Christians who prefer the socially constrained mobility of black bodies unjustly incarcerated by a society con-

tinuously seeking a new form of free, enslaved labor.  Black lives should matter to Christians even when the orientation of those lives stands 

out against socially constructed norms.  Black lives should matter to Christians when black bodies are limited in physical and mental ability.  

Black lives should matter to Christians who pledged to serve and protect yet murdered the bodies of black children as if they were insignifi-

cant.  Black lives should matter to Christians!   

"The 
#BlackLivesMatter 

movement is a 
spiritual matter 
that expands  

beyond issues of 
race and class..." 

& Christians 
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Cedar Grove African Methodist Episcopal Church 
1731 Belleville Road, Orangeburg SC 

The “Outstanding” Orangeburg District Closing Worship Experience 

Central South Carolina Annual Conference 

Seventh Episcopal District 

 

September 7, 2016 was a very special day for a brand new church in Orangeburg SC. It was the church’s 
first time hosting a meeting at their new church and the members were overwhelmed with pride and 

praise as pastors and officers from the Orangeburg District poured in for the district’s Closing Worship 
Service. 

 

The Rev. Kirk Bellesen is the new pastor of Cedar Grove African Methodist Episcopal Church. Rev. Bellesen was appointed to Cedar 

Grove in November 2015. Prior to Cedar Grove, Rev. Bellesen was at Bethel  AME Church in Union, SC, a part of the Newberry District of 

the Columbia Annual-conference where he served for 3 years. 

 

Cedar Grove AME Church, then located in Cope, SC was destroyed by fire in 2010 in a suspected hate crime caused by a young white male. 

The church members were determined to rebuild and during this time the members rented several places before settling in at St. Paul Baptist 

for 6 years. Pastor Bellesen says he was committed to helping them to finish the construction of their new sanctuary located at 1731 Belle-

ville Rd in Orangeburg, South Carolina. So the church got together and prayed on rebuilding the church. They went to the bank and the rest 

is history, as they say. The Cedar Grove AME Church held their first worship service in their new edifice on Sunday, July 31st. The Church 

dedication is scheduled for October 15, 2016 at four o’clock. 
 

Since Rev. Bellesen came to Cedar Grove, he has been preaching and teaching on Relationship. He shared that he heard an interesting quote 

on the radio one day, that said “Here’s your relation –tip for your relationship, and he added, “with God,” so every week, he shares a rela-

tion-tip with his congregation for their relationship with God. He said he realized that it’s impossible to serve God in spirit and in truth if 

there’s no relationship. You must spend time with God in order to have a relationship with him, so under Rev. Bellesen’s pastorage, Cedar 

Grove’s Bible Study and Church School has grown, and their Motto is “From Membership to Stewardship to Discipleship: Growth and  

Development.” 

Reverend Kirk Bellesen is a native of Philadelphia Pennsylvania and is married to Penny Jefferson Bellesen. “Sister Penny’s” father was the 

late Presiding Elder Willie Jefferson who served in several conferences across the Seventh Episcopal District. They have four children: 

LaShara, Morgan, Victoria, and Carrington. 

Rev. Bellesen 

Rev. & Mrs. Bellesen 

Continued on next page 
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On Saturday September 10, 2016 

at 5:PM at the Ladson Chapel 

Family Life Center in Hopkins SC 

where  Rev. Stanley Ladson Sr. is 

the Pastor, Sister Blanche Goodson 

hosted the first Carolina Gospel 

Fall Fest 2016.  

 

It was sponsored by: Widows of 

Opportunity CEO Kimberley 

Richardson, Richland County Councilman Norman Jackson, and 

Tameka Myers of Perfect Choice Promotions.  There  were a number 

of Awards given to the performers which included Roy and Revela-

tions, The Rising Stars of Eastover, SC Minister Willie Goins, The 

Mellodyeets of Columbia SC, Deacon Joe Davis and The Choice 

Gospel Singers of Hopkins, and Little Miss Danashia Richardson. 

 

This program was one of many to celebrate Gospel Heritage Music 

Month. Widows of Opportunity CEO Kimberly Richardson 

say's  “These women the widows are sitting alone in the dark       
depressed. There are so many widows in the world,  Richardson 

said. When a widow stops working, the community is affected finan-

cially. We’re starting to put money back into the community. That’s 
a win-win on everybody’s end.” 

 

Widows of Opportunity conversa-

tions in the support groups range 

from topics on how to deal with the 

varied emotions that come with 

loss, to how to interact with chil-

dren who have lost a parent. She 

lets widows know that they are not 

alone in their feelings and their ex-

periences are natural. 

 

Guest speaker Councilman Norman 

Jackson came after the Home- Go-

ing service of his Aunt Mrs. 

Ernestine Alston who was a power-

ful woman in the Lower Richland 

Area, Our condolences to you 

Councilman Jackson and the Alston 

Family.  

 

This was the first in what is planned to be many years of gospel   

music and praising the Lord in song.   Be on the look out for        

announcements for the next one and get your tickets early. 

 

If you know Blanche, you know that it will be well worth whatever 

The First 

Carolina Gospel 

Fall Fest 

2016 

Cedar Grove Continued for page  25 

 

Rev. Bellesen is full of thanks. He says, “I want to thank 
Bishop Richard Franklin Norris, for the appointment and The 

Right Reverend Samuel L. Green, Sr, for scheduling the  

Dedication and the Central Conference Board of Trustees for 

having faith and trust in the Cedar Grove Church Family to 

complete this endeavor.”  

He also thanked, Presiding Elder Rev. James R. Glover of the 

Orangeburg District for being a tremendous blessing and Rev. 

Dr. Norvel Goff Sr., the Presiding Elder of the Edisto District 

in the South Carolina Conference, who is his father in the   

ministry for his support and guidance over the years. 

A big thanks to his mother, the late Mary Josephine Bellesen, 

for how she raised him, his sisters, Deborah A. Bellesen 

(Deceased) and Rev Samantha Jones. He ended by thanking 

his wife and said their many others that he could name, as 

well. 

 

 Rev. Bellesen said he has spent a lot of time on his journey 

learning and listening, and that he believes it is better to be 

seen and not heard, because you can absorb more when you 

are listening than when you are talking. 

 

Rev. Bellesen’s closing remarks from the interview were: “I 
love this church and truly believe it will give its members an 

opportunity for leadership and growth. To build strongholds 

over our families. We will be taking the mantel and going to 

the next level.  

I would like to leave with your readers this bible passage of 

Romans 8:28 “and we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called ac-

cording to his purpose.” 

Kimberly Richardson (l) 

Blanche Goodson (R) 

Tameka Myers (L) 

Blanche Goodson 
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Continued on next page 

Continued from page 20  (Your households Salvation)  

 
Another passage that carries the promise of household salvation is 

Acts 16:31. Here the Philippian jailer asks Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” The missionaries respond, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” Again, 
this promise is given to a specific individual in a specific context; 

however, this one contains an additional promise that is clearly uni-

versal and spans all time periods and contexts.  

 

That promise is not one of household salvation but is entirely consis-

tent with every other verse in the Bible that speaks of salvation. It is 

the promise that if you believe in the Lord Jesus “you will be saved.” 
Also, salvation came to the jailer’s household as the result of their 
hearing the Word of God and individually responding in faith: Paul 

and Silas “spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in 

his house” (Acts 16:32). The whole family heard the gospel. They 

were all saved, just as God had promised, but their salvation was not 

due to their being a part of the jailer’s household; they were saved 
because they believed the gospel for themselves.  
 
A third verse in the New Testament that some use to teach household 

salvation is 1 Corinthians 7:14: “For the unbelieving husband has 
been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been 

sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children 

would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.”  
 

This verse seems to teach that an unbelieving spouse can be saved on 

the basis of his or her spouse’s faith in Christ. It also seems to say 
that their children will be holy before the Lord because one of their 

parents is saved. But that conclusion would be inconsistent with the 

overall teaching of Scripture.  

 

In this context the word sanctified is not referring to salvation or 

being made holy before God. Instead, it refers to the sanctity of the 

marriage relationship itself. Paul taught that Christians should not be 

“unequally yoked” with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). The fear of 

some in the church was that, since they were married to unbelievers, 

they were living in sin—their marriage was “unholy” and their chil-
dren from that union were illegitimate. Paul upholds their fears: be-

lievers who are already married to an unbeliever should remain mar-

ried as long as the unbeliever consents to stay married. They should 

not seek a divorce; their marriage relationship is sanctified (holy or 

set apart in God’s eyes) based upon the faith of the believing spouse. 
Likewise, the children of their marriage are legitimate in the sight of 

God. 

 

The fact that 1 Corinthians 7:14 is not speaking of household salva-

tion is clearly seen in the 

question Paul asks in 1 

Corinthians 7:16: “How 
do you know, wife, 

whether you will save 

your husband? Or, how 

do you know, husband, 

whether you will save 

your wife?” If household 
salvation were true, then 

the wife would already 

be saved (on the basis of 

the husband’s salvation); 
Paul would not need to 

refer to a future time of 

salvation for her.  
 
The Bible does not 

promise household salva-

tion. But that does not 

mean that a godly father 

or mother does not have 

a profound spiritual in-

fluence on the children in 

that family. The leader of 

a household sets the 

course for the family in 

many ways, including 

spiritually. We should 

earnestly hope, pray, and 

work for the salvation of 

our families. There are many times when the God of Abraham also 

becomes the God of Sarah, and then of Isaac, and then of Jacob. As 

Charles Spurgeon said, “Though grace does not run in the blood, and 
regeneration is not of blood nor of birth, yet doth it very frequently . .  

happen that God, by means of one of a household, draws the rest to 

himself. He calls an individual, and then uses him to be a sort of 

spiritual decoy to bring the rest of the family into the grace and pro-

tection of God through salvation.”  

What’s your opinion ? Is the household protected because the 
head of house is a believer and is saved. Or is everyone in the 

house on their own ? 

You have just read what the bible says on the subject, so what 

conclusions did you come up with in this article ? 

 

Email us at achristianviewmag@yahoo.com 
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I’m not sure if you the reader have observed what I have, but it appears that sin can be catchy. We often grab onto that, which we shouldn’t. 
Just like you can catch the flu or another affliction through germs that attach onto you from someone else, sin can be contagious too. Some-

times, when we’re around people that are sinning, maybe even a spouse, or we find something we shouldn’t view, or listen to; we can get 

caught up into sinning. As sin attempts to grab onto us, we have the choice to embrace it or leave it alone.  

 

When We’re Tempted 

God tells us in the Bible to flee when we’re being tempted. 1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to 
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 

that you may be able to endure it.” This is actually for our own protection, and the protection of others that might be sinfully influenced, or 

be hurt by it, as well. Think about it. Have you ever been in a situation where your spouse is doing something he or she shouldn’t and you’re 
drawn into doing something wrong, as well? 

Have you ever been in a decent mood, your spouse comes in and starts saying (or yelling) things he or she shouldn’t, and eventually you 

find yourself getting caught up in those same sinful actions? Sadly, we’ve all been there. Or have you been with a group of friends where 

husband or wife bashing is going on and you join in—saying things about your spouse you shouldn’t? 

 

Caught Up in Sin 

I was recently in a gathering were some women were talking about their husbands in less than good 

ways. They were putting their husbands down, making fun of them and other men. It was kind of hu-

morous at first, but then the Lord really convicted me of this. I stopped standing there in silence, 

grabbed up the courage and nicely said something to them politely that talking like this wasn’t a good 
thing to do, and walked away quietly, very convicted.  

I’ve been very aware of this behavior ever since and try not to get caught up in it anymore; and try to 
steer others away from doing this too. If they keep going on, I just find an exit in some way. There’s 
something about being in a group of people who are talking or doing something that makes it seem like 

it’s “okay” to join in because “everyone else is doing it.” Sometimes just being in the room or around 
such things sends a signal that you are okay with whatever is going on, when you’re not. 

 

Sin Can Be Catchy 

Don't be Tempted 

Continued next  page 
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Everyone Else Can Be Wrong 

Just because everyone else is doing it, doesn’t make it right. Every-
one else was doing wrong things —sinning, in Noah’s day, and it 
was still wrong. Noah was the only one to approach life differently 

—doing as God told and showed him, despite everyone else’s oppo-
site opinions. It comes down to the fact that wrong is wrong, sin is 

sin… even if everyone else is doing it. 

Computer and Phone Sin 

Let’s say you’re on your computer, and you come across (or go look-
ing for) some suggestive images that aren’t your wife (or husband) 
and you allow your mind to go there, knowing it’s a sin. Someone 
else supplies the avenue, and you go down it. It’s alluring, but it’s 
wrong. Or maybe you’re “chatting” with someone who isn’t your 
spouse and the conversation starts to go in a direction that no married 

person should allow. Caught you!!! You let your guard down and 

WHAM! You start entertaining the enemy of our faith and break 

God’s heart all in one fell swoop. 

Divorce Catchy? 

They also say that divorce is catchy. It has been shown in studies, 

that when one person at work gets divorced, eventually other co-

workers who are married entertain thoughts of getting a divorce, 

even when they hadn’t thought about it fully before. But because this 
friend seems to be doing okay, some spouses decide to take the same 

route. Resolving conflict is difficult, and sometimes it just seems 

easier to bale out, rather than toughing it out. Divorce can be catchy, 

just as sin can be catchy. 

Letting Others Pull You Away 

Or maybe you have friends that don’t honor your marriage, pulling 
you away from your spouse in unhealthy ways, tempting you to do 

what you shouldn’t. Maybe you’re giving your family more prefer-
ence and time than it’s good to do. You may even be allowing them 
to say things about, or do things to your spouse that they shouldn’t, 
forgetting that now that you’re married, your spouse is supposed to 
be the one human being that God says you are to “cleave to” —
putting his or her preferences and well-being above all others. You 

just got caught up in what you shouldn’t do. 

Sin is Catchy —Beware 

When sin comes knocking or “pops” out in some way, it’s important 
to know what to do so we don’t get “caught” up in sin and spiritually 
fall —perhaps even taking our marriage down in the process. As 

John Piper says, “the most dangerous thing in the world is the sin of 
self-reliance and the stupor of worldliness.” It’s easy to get caught up 
in it. And for that reason it’s important to “be on the alert” as we’re 
told in the Bible. We can stumble, or head voluntarily into doing 

that, which is sinful. It’s important not to allow ourselves to believe 
the lie that because we hurt so badly, solutions to do that which we 

should not, are acceptable. They are not. 

 

Obviously, we aren’t able to immediately physically “flee” from all 
temptation presented. It may be that we’re in a location where that 
makes it impossible (an employment, or a living situation with par-

ents, or such). But in marriage, we vow to invest in helping our 

spouse be the best he or she can be, in partnership. So, how do we 

avoid “catching” the sin they’re involved in? First off, we “stay on 
the alert” as we’re told in the Bible, knowing the enemy of our faith 
is trying to get us to fall. 

Flee, Grit it Out, or Confront 

We Are sinners, married to a sinner (and many of us give birth to 

“sinnerlings” who also trip us up). Sometimes we remove ourselves 
from the situation; or we wait it out, praying for strength Not Partici-

pating. Sometimes we need to lovingly confront the person tempting 

us; many times it’s our spouse or close friend. 

But here’s an important warning from Dave Harvey to remember: 
“So often, we can treat confrontation like a hand grenade—pop the 

pin, let it fly, and run for cover. But biblical reproof is not some kind 

of commando raid. Its careful, committed, surgical care for the soul. 

A good surgeon is committed not only to the operation, but to post-

operative care as well. God’s purpose for reproof is not to achieve a 
hassle-free friendship but to inspire repentance unto godliness. And 

repentance and change, takes time.” 

 

The feeling 

you have  

after  

giving  

in to  

Temptation 
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Be on the Alert 

When your spouse or someone else around you is sinning, be careful. 

Call upon God to show you how to flee from it, or deal with it. 

Sometimes we need to remove ourselves (physically or mentally) 

from that location. Other times, when we can, we need to confront 

the person who is doing what is wrong.  

Be careful though, not to grab onto the “I’m better than you because 
you’re doing what you shouldn’t and I’m not” attitude. That in itself 
is sinful because it involves pride. It’s that “catchy” principle on the 
slide, sin leading to another type of sin. Ask God to help you to make 

sure your attitude and actions come from pure motives when you 

confront. 

Heads Up! 

Whatever it is that is happening, where you know the person (spouse, 

family member, friend) is doing something wrong,  be careful. Sin IS 

Catchy. We can easily be drawn into participating in it if we aren’t 
on the alert. This is just one of those “heads up” Insights for you.  
I’m just trying to make you aware so you are more careful in the 
future. 

You may think you won’t fall, but many have thought the same 
thing. And yet, they have been “caught” and rush into doing that, 
which only fools would think they should do. If you only knew how 

many times that phrase has been used, “I never thought this would 
happen, but… or “I never thought I was capable of doing this, but…” 
you would be amazed and saddened, as I am, and they are. 

Please be aware that sin IS catchy. Be careful, guard your heart and 

mind. If your family, friends, spouse, co-workers offend, quietly exit 

if possible . 1 Corinthians 5:13 “God will judge those on the out-
side; but as the Scriptures say, "You must remove the evil person 
from among you." The first thing to do is not to allow yourself to be 

in a place where temptation or unrighteousness is possible. 

 

 

 

 

we need to go the extra mile to deal 
with sin without getting caught up 
into it, or participating in it one way 

or another, as well. 
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Enough is enough 

Of violence and hate 
And frequent killings 

At alarming rates 

 

Uncontrollable fears 
And bias souls 

Have destroyed human lives 
Both young and old 

 

Where’s the dignity 
The pride once portrayed 

The respect for others 
So genuinely conveyed 

 

Think about the families 
Left behind 

With bleeding hearts 

Because of acts unkind 

 

These senseless killings 
Have broken the mold 

We need stronger legislation 
On gun control 

 

Enough is enough 
Of the radical extreme 

That divide the country 
And shatter dreams 

 

Let’s come together 
Let hostility cease 

And unite as a people 

In love and peace. 
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Pamela Small 

“Enough is Enough” 

 

These are the names of the black people who were killed 

by police as of April 2015 
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I Believe In Order That 

I May Understand 
“Faith and Reason” 

Some people are to smart to believe 

Education is a beautiful thing, you can learn so much from our edu-

cational system. There are so many types of degrees one can acquire, 

that when one is honored with that recognition they feel that they 

have accomplished this on their own. Some really believe that their 

accomplishments are due to their own ability not that the Lord could 

have been in the mix some how. It doesn't matter how much they 

have been prayed for or how much they have been blessed; in their 

eyes “I did this.” 

 

It is certainly true that faith is not only intellectual growth; it is also a 

response of the whole self, including the will and heart, to the reality 

of God. Faith involves an apprehension of the reality and goodness 

of God as He has revealed Himself. It is not a blind faith, but a re-

sponse to God as He has confronted he/she in their experience. Faith 

affirms the reality and goodness of God as He is experienced and it 

leads to a commitment to Him. 

 

Reason, on the other hand, critically examines a judgment to deter-

mine whether there are adequate grounds for asserting it and it fre-

quently leads to a refusal of commitment. I believe faith without rea-

son is uncritical, reason without fait is uncreative. It is certainly true 

that reason can attain to knowledge to certain things without the aid 

of faith. In the form of common sense, it can enable men to cope 

with everyday life. In the form of science, it can describe natural 

events, make predictions about future events, and design machines 

for exploiting natural resources. But it cannot attain wisdom about 

the world as a whole or the highest good of man derived form faith. 

 

The mind can understand reality only by making faith its understand-

ing. This can be one’s view of the relation between faith and under-
standing. “I believe in order that 
I may understand.”  But when 
you have had a personal experi-

ence with God you can never be 

satisfied with anything less than 

a spiritual world view based on 

an affirmation of faith in God as 

reality and good. Without faith, 

all knowledge of reality through 

common sense or science be-

comes distorted and loses its 

wisdom. Without faith the will 

of man is directed towards val-

ues that are near and immedi-

ately accessible because they 

belong to the world. 

 

But the man of faith has caught a 

vision of possibilities that go far 

beyond anything in the world of 

actuality, of a new life and other 

values which are richer and more 

blessed than those he knows 

around him. Faith not only ap-

prehends God as the reality who gives meaning to all existence, but 

also awakens devotion to Him as the absolute Good which is the 

source of all the higher values of our lives.  

 

Some educated individuals have denied the necessity of faith. They 

have divorced reason from faith in philosophy and have not hesitated 

to attack it. There are those with this and that degree that say reason 

seeks to understand and in understanding they may believe. But 

those of us that have faith look at it totally different. In short, reason 

seeks to understand faith, to relate it the world, and to apply it to life. 

Reason needs faith to enable it to affirm God’s existence; faith needs 
reason to interpret the meaning of its affirmation. 

 

Whether you have an education or not, it is best to have something to 

lean on when the world is beating you down, no piece of paper is 

going to give you the strength and piece of mind that a belief and 

relationship with God will. So be SMART and be SAVED. 

 

  

 

 

 Education is a  

beautiful thing  

BUT 
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